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Still... Small Change for Black Women 


Too much has been written/spoken about the Much has been done defining and explaining 
uniqueness of Black women, Implied is that the problems, less on what to do about 

our ability to fill two quotas has been a them. The economy is threatening everyone. 
bonus which would surely throw open the Survival is the priority. As the economic 
pearly, white gates of American business crunch squashes our neighbors and friends, 
and industry and lead us down the primrose what are we doing about it - for ourselves 
road to wealth and prosperity. This of as well as for them. Do we reallv believe 
course would insure our "happily ever that things will get better? Like most, 
after existence." I don't have the answers, but I'm open 


Our sisters know the utter ridiculousness to input and I do listen. 
of this premise. Real change will occur when we really 


In a recent article written by Alexis Herman become sisters - when our unity can 

appearing in MS, MAGAZINE (Feb 1979), provide the strength and the impetus 

statistics have been provided supporting what essential for change. 

many of us already knew, i.e. Black women 

continue to suffer high rates of unemploy- 

ment...Very sad indeed. 

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES, 

SEPTEMBER, 1978 


Osa Russell 


: CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 
(percentage) PARTICIPATION RATES 


Black teenage women 

Black teenage men ] (percentage) MEDIAN WEEKLY EARNINGS 
White teenage women mS March, 1970 March, 1978 = 
White teenage men Z Black May, 1970 May, 1978 

; Black adult women : women 49.1 52.7 White men $157 $279 
Black adult men : White Black men 113 218 

| White adult woinen cF women 41.9 48.6 White women 95 . 167 
White adult men oy Black women 81 158 
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Tabor Source: US. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
} Statistics ~ es COW | CA | Statistics 


Highest unemployment Yet more of us work and make the least money. 
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*MEDLAN PERSONAL INCOME BY EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 
FOR FULL-TIME WORKERS, MARCH, 1976 : 

GENERAL MEETING 

Women fe ; 6:30pm 


Black White k 
Attended elementary school $5,404 $6,114 58 $10,342 | WEDNESDAY, JULY 11 


Attended high school 7,267 7,748 B 13,193 | Srtts 
Attended college 10,080 10,218 13,100 16,906 Western Addition Y.W.C.A. 
| 1830 Sutter, S.F. 


Coordinators: 


' Alma Jackson 
TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE NEXT MEETING ate ES LaVerne Lewis 
: Maxine Ussery 


Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census 


NEW OMAREES 


Yvonne Brathwaite Burke has been 
appointed Los Angeles County Super- 
visor -- making her the county's 
first woman and first black to 

hold the office. She will repre- 
sent the predominantly white and 
conservative 4th District. 

Ms. Burke contends that voters can 
be as difficult to conquer as 
television ratings. 

"T feel every institution is made 
richer when it is fully representa- 
tive of the people and this is a 


population not of males. It is 
made up of women, of men, of people 
of all races and to the extent you 
have a representative institution 
(it) is stronger." 


Burke was born in South-Central 

Los Angeles, moved up through the 
public schools, UCLA, USC law school 
to the state Assembly and then to 
Congress, where she became a 
nationally known political figure. 
She left Conaress for an unsuccess- 
ful bid for attornery general in 
1978 and since then has practiced 
law and served on the University 

of Californai Board of Regents. 

Her most difficult task is ahead. 
She must win election next year 

in the conservative and wealthy 


area that runs from Malibu to 

Long Beach. 

The appointment has already been 
viewed as a shrewd - even cynical - 
move by the good Guv to serve 

his dreams of sleeping on the 
floor of the White House. 

Ms. Burke, some contend, has a 
national following and no other 
appointment could have given Brown 
more national political mileage. 


But whatever the future may hold, 

for the moment black leaders in 

the Legislature are celebrating ° 

the appointment. 

Assemblywoman Teresa Hughes said, 

"I don't care what Jerry's motive 
was. I think he's done an effective 
job in attempting to make reparations 
to the black community by this sym- 
bolic and significant appointment." 


Col. Hazel Johnson says she hopes her 
appointment as the first black woman to 
become a general in the U.S. Armed Forces 
is not because of her race. 

"It is a significant event... and I am 
thrilled and deeply honored," Col. Johnson 
said. "But I would hope the criteria 

for selection did not include race, but 
competence." 

If confirmed by the Senate, she will become 
head of the Army Nurse Corps on September 1. 
Col. Johnson was born in West Chester, Pa., 
and entered the Army Nurse Corps in 1955. 
She has served in Washington, D.C.; Zama, 
Japan; Tacoma, Wash.; San Francisco, Houston, 
Valley Forge, Pa.; and Seoul, Korea. 

She is a graduate of Villanova University, 
New York"s Columbia University and 

Catholic University in Washington, D.C. 
There are now 3,877 women in active 

service in the Nurse Corps, another 473 

in the National Guard and 2,713 in the 


x * * 


BWOA member, Joanne Lewis, was appointed 
by Governor Jerry Brown, as Chief of the 
Division of Fair Employment Practices. She 
was appointed with some 15 other Blacks 
during the week to celebrate JUNETEENTH. 


NEWOMAREES 


Doris Ward 


At the June, 1979 General Body meeting 
of BWOA, the Political Action Committee 
recommended endorsement of Doris 

Ward for Supervisor, District 7. 

This recommendation was accepted and 
BWOA endorsed Doris' candidacy for the 
pute of Supervisors. 


BNOA members who willing to volunteer 
to work in the campaign should call 
386-2408 for additional information. 


WILLIE KENNEDY 


Congratulations to Willie B. Kennedy 
on her appointment by Mayor Dianne 
Feinstein to the San Francisco 

Human Rights Commission. Ms. Kennedy 
is the regional director of the 

Gamma Phi Delta Sorority, a volunteer 
at the Youth Guidance Center and 
Chairperson of the Methodist 
Federation for Social Concern. 


The women of Africa's most populous 
country don't need an equal rights 
amendment, says a recent L.A. TIMES 
article. 

The new Nigerian constitution coming 
into effect Oct. 1 already prohibits 
sexual discrimination and specifically 
provides for "equal pay for equal work 
without discrimination on account of 
sex or any other ground whatsoever. ' 

But despite the legal ban on discrimination 
and the rapid advances made by Nigerian 
women in recent years, traditional 
restraints on women still persist in a 
country where half the population is 
Moslem. 


"The problem is not so much one of the 
rights and opportunities that are 

denied them," the newspaper TIMES OF LAGO 
commented recently, “rather the question 
of attitudes towards them." 

While no women have yet reached 
Cabinet-level positions in the Nigerian 
federal government, many are running for 
offices in upcoming state and federal 
legislative elections. 

There are two women candidates for state 
vice governor in the coming elections- 
the first to be held in Nigeria in 

15 years -- and many other women are 
contesting state and federal legislative 
seats. 

Nigerian women have also traditionally 
controlled the country's retail economy, 
reigning supreme in the markets where 
much of the country's trade is trans- 
acted. 

In fact, some of the market women have 
moved into a kind of international 
trade, flyirig to neighboring countries 
with their bundles of merchandise and 
their babies strapped to their backs. 


PUBLIC POWEE? 


BWOA HAS ENDORSED THE REQUEST FOR AN INDEPENDENT FEASIBILITY STUDY TO GAIN 
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE CONSEQUENCES OF THE CITY ACQUIRING ITS OWN 
ELECTRICAL FACILITIES. ANY ENDORSEMENT WILL COME FOLLOWING THIS STUDY. 
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At our June general meeting, BWOA added its name to the growing list of community 
and labor groups endorsing the call by the San Franciscans For Public Power to the 
Board of Supervisors to commission a feasibility study for acquiring PG&E's electrical 
distribution facilities in the city. 
Over 2,000 cities throughout the United States have acquired their own electrical 
distribution systems. Public power has proven to be cheaper than privately supplied 
power. The U.S. Department of Energy reports that rates for private utilities, like 
PG&E are 35 percent higher than public rates. The American Public Power Association, 
representing the 40 million citizens in the country served by public power, reports 
that on the average, rates are 5] percent lower to residential consumers and 30 percent 
lower to commercial and industrial customers. More than 30 California cities own 
their own systems, among them Sacramento, Palo Alto, Santa Clara and Los Angeles. 
These systems have consistently offered both lower rates and a return of surplus 
revenue to the cities' coffers. The main issue involved in such a study would be 
to ascertain whether the citizens of San Francisco would benefit from the acquisition 
of a city-owned electric distribution facility. 
Understandably, Pacific Gas and Electric, and its powerful allies, have opposed the 
study. PG&E benefits from a monopoly over the San Francisco-owned Hetch Hetchy system, 
captive customers and guaranteed territories. Its profits are enjoyed by a handful 
of stockholders. A statement by the late George Norris, Senator, Nebraska, beautifully 
sums up the irrationality of such a monopoly: 
"Electricity comes from natural resources. Its economic development requires 
monopoly; it is a necessity of life, therefore, it should be supplied to our 
people without a profit to any person or private corporation from its 
generation, transmission, or distribution." 
The history of the Hetch Hetchy water system and rights of the hydroelectric power 
generated from that system is an interesting one, and I plan to go into this in 
subsequent issues of our newsletter. 
The next meeting of the San Franciscans for Public Power will be held on Tuesday, 
July 3, 7:30 p.m. , Buchannan Street YMCA. I urge you to attend. More information 
can be obtained by contacting the group at 202 Grattan Street, S.F. 94117, 
telephone 648-3742. 
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Some Texas legislatures think it's 
too bad that the "Juneteenth" tradition 
has almost been abandoned, relegated to 
a few rural celebrations until about 
six years ago. 
This year Houston had its sixth annual 
Juneteenth parade through its largely 
black Third Ward. 
Even more important, the Juneteenth 

_ renaissance got a major boost when 
Texas Gov. William P. Clements signed 
a bill into law giving the day official 
staus as a holiday for the first time, 
beginning next year. The bill signing, 
a las, was capped by a watermelon feast 
on the capitol lawn in Austin. 
The Juneteenth tradition started in Texas, 
but it has spread on a smaller scale into 


states - Louis#ana, Oklahoma, and Arkansas - 
have long had some observances of it. 
Observances have also been held as far away 
as Southern California. 

Giving the holiday official status in Texas 
means that banks, government offices and 
summer schools will close next year on 

June 19. 

The bill had opposition even from a 
conservative black representative 

from Dallas, who said the new official 
holiday gives the false impression that 
blacks in the state have made enormous 
gains since being freed. "I have nothing 
to celebrate because I don't feel free," 
complained State Rep. Clay Smothers of 
Dallas, who promised an attempt to repeal 
Juneteenth's holiday status next legisla- 
tive session, in 1981. 

Smothers said, too, that he found 

the capitol lawn watermelon feast 
particularly offensive. 


Guilt} White 


of MANS-LAUGH-TER 


said the jury to former Supervisor 
Dan White, confessed killer of 
Mayor George Moscone and 
Supervisor Harvey Milk. 


COMMENT. 


end up on my desk." 


The good governor, drawing a mixed 
reaction, promised the First Annual 
Summit on Black Concerns that his 
Administration will "do more than you 
were expecting even a month ago." 
Brown received scattered boos as he 
entered the meeting, which drew 1,500 
people from the NAACP ,Urban League 
and a variety of other black organiza- 
tions around the state. 

In traditional Kentucky uncle-style, 
Brown joked, "Now remember you have to 
be nice to me because all bills ultimately 


Brown said he came in part to pay his , 
respects to Jesse Jackson, He has credited 
Jackson with the idea of his African trip, 
but acknowledges that Jackson "didn't 
tell me to take Linda." 

Brown said that blacks must go beyond 
Sacramento and set up a motivation 


program for the entire state because "in the 
final analysis the voters dispose. We may 
propose but they dispose." 

"All I can promise you is that I'll meet 
seb the people you send over," the good guv 
said. 

Blanche Battle of San Francisco summed the 
whole scene up: 

"He was as useless as he has been, The 

only reason he was there was because there 
were too many black faces to ignore." 


A recent LA TIMES poll indicates that 
blacks in Los Angeles do not like where 
they have been, are not very satisfied 

with the present, but are confident 
conditions will get a lot better in the 
next decade. 

Blacks are also disillusioned about the 
courts system. And as reported in numerous 
articles, a majority disapprove of how 

the police do their job. 

One in four blacks say they have been 
discriminated against "a fair or great 
amount," but this is only half the 

national average. 

Most telling was that the TIMES poll 

could find virtually no sentiment 

within the black community for violent 
demonstrations. And peaceful demonstra- 
tions ranked a distant fifth behind 

such approaches as “turning to God," 
"voting," and "making money" as a 

means of improving conditions. 


HEALTH 
NEWS 


An Alternative to "Traditional" Medicine 


As discussed in the May, 1979 BWOA News- 
letter, Homeopathy is a very old branch 

of medicine whose medicinal substances are 
derived exclusively from the mineral, 
animal, and plant kingdoms, there being 

only one substance per medicine or remedy. 
The treatment of exhaustion and despondency 
were covered. 


Dynamic Principle of Homeopathy: To treat 
aggravating symptom(s) in minute doses 
with a like remedy that would in fact 
produce the same aggravating symptomo- 
tology in a healthy person. Example: 
Patients with poison ivy would be relieved 
by the remedy Ruus Tox. What is it? None 
other than pure poison ivy plant, in 
drastically reduced potion, of course. 
Therefore, the basic principle of homeopathy 
is to treat like with like or similar. 


Naturally anything that works is suppress- 
ed. In the 1800's and into the early 
1900's, homeopathy was the traditional 
medicine practiced in this country before 
it was so rudely usurped by the advent 

of the AMA and bitter warring between 
homeopathic and allopathic practioners. 
Today, allopathy (meaning in Greek, 
"other") is exclusively practiced and 
sanctioned by the AMA. 


There is no attempt to match symtomo- 
tology, or expressed another way to 

mimic or be in "harmony" with the 

offending disease, as in the law of 
similars in homeopathy. Instead, you have 
"other" ----dissimilar synthetic substances 
which even induce disease and prolong 

it. A king of pharmaceutical poisoning, 

if you will. 


The principle of homeopathy was recognized 
even in the time of Socrates and was 
developed in the late 1700's by Samuel 
Hahnemann, a German physician. 


We will close with a case history 
which will demonstrate and amplify the 
text above. CASE HISTORY: A friend, 


a Black woman, was up in arms because 
her daughter was extremely unruly at 
school. That behavior was characterized 
by irritability, changeability, and 
sudden tantrums at teachers. The child 
was only 9 and the school administrators 
were on the verge of permanently dis- 
missing her. 


Additionally, the mother was herself 
experiencing sleeplessness due to racing 
thoughts. The task of raising 3 children 
along was indeed weighing heavily and she 
was unable to shut her mind off. 


TREATMENT: The daughter was placed on 
Ignatia (from the St. Ignatius bean) for 
one month, after which she improved 
drastically, so much so that her teachers 
were astounded. The characteristics of 
Ignatia are for those who are irritable, 
changeable, weepy and argumentative. 


The mother was placed on Coffea (crude 

coffee bean) which in minute doses reacts 
oppositely of the usual wakefulness. She 
experienced very deep and sound sleep. 
Characteristics of coffea: racing, intrusive 
thoughts, inability to stop or control 

them, wakefulness as a result. 


Books on homeopathy can be purchased from 
Shambhala bookstore on Telegraph (near 

Dwight Way) in Berkeley. Remedies can be 
purchased from Mylans Pharmacy, 220 

O'Farrell Street, San Francisco, inexpensively 
for $1.07 (in sharp contrast to the expense 

of allopathic remedies). Unfortunately, 
Mylans is the only homeopathic pharmacy 

for all of Northern California, the major 
pharmacy in Los Angeles being Standard 


Homeopathic Ce. 
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$ DUES$ 
RENEWAL 4 
TIME! 


YOUR DUES ARE DUE FOR RENEWAL ON JULY 1, 1979 


As requested last month, the Membership 
Committee is requesting referrals from 

the present membership for names and 
addresses of potential new members. Please 
send this information to the MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE, P. 0. Box 15072, San Francisco, 
Ca. 94115. 


DUES SCHEDULE -- $15 - $25.00 PLEASE SEND 
YOUR CHECK TODAY! 


EDITORIAL... 


MORE THOUGHTS ON RENT CONTROL 


We all know that rents are climbing to unbearable heights for middle and lower 
income people, especially since this directly affects all of us. In last November's 
election the people of San Francisco, with the help of much advertising campaign 
money from real estate and other self interest groups, defeated Proposition U. 
However, Proposition U was not a rent control measure as widely and falsely touted 

in the campaign against it; it was a rent rebate measure in the wake of Proposition 
13. This advertising campaign lied to citizens of San Francisco in ways parallel 

to the campaign lies propagated on the citizens of California with the Proposition 

13 campaign. Though Proposition 13 was to save us property owners much money in 
taxes, it ended up taxing the wealthy corporations less in property taxes, saving 
some of us property owners a few dollars; seriously limiting and eliminating services 
to people, particularly the young, old, disabled, poor and minority; and caused 
thousands of people to lose their jobs, again affecting mostly us. 


Rent control has not been reborn because of a few "unmentionable landlords." 
While it is reasonable for landlords to make some profit and be able to maintain 
and make improvements on propety, rent gouging by more than a few landlords puts 
housing costs out of the reach of poor and middle income people, especially those 
with families. Those few of us fortunate enough to own rental property have a 
responsibility to fight for and support measures that benefit our people and not 
take narrow, self-serving paths. 


That "Rent Control is an interference with the free market economy" - what 

free market economy? The lack of housing, the price, etc., is determined by the 
giant real estate speculators much the same as the cost of gasoline is determined 
by the giant oi] corporations. Just as in the gas crisis, the supply and demand 
is manipulated by the giant oil corporation interests. 


The idead of the housing industry accepting the responsibility of providing adequate 
and affordable housing for the citizens of San Francisco is absurd. Has it ever been 
done; what's the incentive? Are we to sit around and wait for the giant, white, in 
control father to solve our problems? Their incentive is not to solve the housing 
problems of people of San Francisco but to make a profit which is in direct 
opposition to helping us with affordable housing. 


It is up to us to support sane rent control legislation that is as easy as possible 
to implement, and not blame an enforcement bureaucracy who must implement what we, 


the people, dictate. 
PAT SCOTT 


This month's newsletter has been brought 
to your home through the cooperative 
genius of: tt 
Pat Scott Roberta Palm - editor sa Ree 
Ida Strickland iE 
Osa Russel] 

Patsy Fulcher 

Aileen Hernandez 

Leticia Hall 

Rita Myers, Eleanor Spikes 
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Next Newsletter work date 
Saturday, July 21, 12 noon, 
4444 Geary Blvd., Suite 105 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


A plaque commemorating the great Josephine 
Baker's career and philanthropic activities 
has been placed in the library at Vashon 
High School, St. Louis. 

Ms. Baker was born in St. Louis and toured 
with a theatrical troupe at age 13 when she 
was discovered by Eubie Blake. 

Her humanitarian efforts include purchase 
of a French chateau for her 12 adopted 
children of various ethnic and racial 
backgrounds. 

In later years, she refused to appear in 
places where segrega*ion was practiced. 


If you are pregnui.t now or plan to 

be in the near future, the newsletter 
has a detailed researched article on 
how to bring a healthly baby into 

the world. The research was done 

by a professor at the University of 
Northern Iowa who teaches a course 
called "Culture of the Ghetto. " 

If you want a copy, please contact 
this month's newsletter editor. 


The California Conservation Corns 

is looking for women interested in 
valuable, nontraditional work experi- 
ence. The CCC employs 1,480 young 
people between the ages 18- 23. The 
Corps employs 300 people each month, 
and is looking for 50 percent women. 
So far it has not achieved this goal. 
For the session beginning July 10, 
CCC is hiring 400 women. For an ap- 
plication and further information, 
please contact this month's news- 
letter editor. 


A new book has been released to: help 
displaced homemakers and women seeking 
fresh careers. THE WOMEN'S GUIDE TO 
RE-ENTRY EMPLOYMENT tells how to choose 
the right career; search out desirable 
job openings; write effective resumes 
and letters of application; succeed with 


interviewers; line up the best references; 


and cope with the stress of home demands 
and job demands. 

The 160-page book can be ordered for 
$6.95 per copy (including postage 

and handling) from the Minnesota 
Scholarly Press, P.O. Box 224, 

Mankato, Minnesota, 56001. 


A non-profit organization is providing 
legal information and referrals to the 
Bay Area. Peoples Law School (PLS) is 
located at 558 Capp St., S.F. - 285-5069. 
PLS assists people with day-to-day legal 
problems which do not require the 
assistance of professional counsel. They 
also publish a series of pamphlets on 
common legal problems, written in 
language people without legal training 
can understand. 
The publications include: 

*tenant's rights 

*a guide to small claim's court 

*youth and the law 

*your body 

*fight wage garnishment 
For more information, they encourage 
you to contact them, 


*  ¥ 


If you are considering a new career, 
or want to learn about the key 
positions opening up in your field, 
contact Judith Gregory of Lendman 
Associates, 333 Serramonte Plaza, 
Suite 145, Daly City - 755-2212. 

They are currently collecting resumes. 


x» 


The San Francisco African-American Historial 
and Cultural Society has been offered a 99- 
year lease on the Municipal Railway Sub- 
station at the corner of Turk and Fillmore 
Streets. In order to complete the acquis- 
tion, the SFAAHCS must raise a minimun of 
$20,000 from its members and supporters 

no later than June 30, 1979. 

The Society is appealing to our membership 
to support it in this important project. 
Contributions are urgently needed. Please 
make checks payable to AAHCS FUND which js 
separate from general operations and 
program monies. Since the deadline is 

very close, a call to the Society's 
Building Person might be the best way to 
insure that your contribution is noted 


and received. ) i 


_ ves 
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